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President's
Message
It has been a year of transition for FUSION -
as it has with many of us. 

In May of 2021, Deb Freeman, the Executive
Director, and Wendy Hutchinson, the board
president, both resigned from FUSION.
Wendy’s resignation was immediate and
and Deb’s resignation was to take effect in
July 2021 after the AGM. Gene Timpany, a
long-time board member, stepped in as the
interim president but made it clear that he
did not want to keep the position past the
AGM in July. 

I was voted in as president of FUSION in
July of 2021. After finding and hiring a part-
time administrator in August with the help
of the Executive (Alison Brannen and Bep
Schippers) we faced the challenge of
familiarizing ourselves with the
organization under completely new
leadership and administration. We were still
not able to continue the regular
programming, such as the Clay and Glass
Show, as the country slipped into another
wave of COVID restrictions in the fall of
2021 and the population was still afraid or
not able to meet each other at in-person
events. 

 - continued

With the help of the new editor for
FUSION magazine, Lucie Grys, who was
hired in August to replace Margot
Lettner, FUSION was able to produce and
send out the first on-line copy of a re-
envisioned Ontario-based magazine
celebrating our members and their
successes. 

 
In keeping with our mission to promote
clay and glass art, the board decided to
use the magazine as a tool to advertise
FUSION programs, and exclusively
feature FUSION members as well as
relevant Ontario art events. 

Catharina Goldnau



December 2021 was a pivotal month for
the organization: Bep Schippers retired as
treasurer and Mike Thome joined us in her
stead. Also, the FUSION board terminated
the contract with the part-time 
 administrator who was still on probation,
and hired instead Lucie Grys as the
Administrator/Director of Operations.
Lucie immediately went to work on the
OAC operating grant application which
was due in March.

Starting in January 2022, the FUSION
board decided to take a leap of faith and
plan a conference for May 2022 in Toronto,
which was spearheaded by Alison
Brannen. We expected to have to deal with
COVID restrictions such as reduced
attendance numbers, as well as a
Breakthrough Plus exhibition to take place
alongside the conference. 

As a member-based organization without a
physical presence, the board realized that
the FUSION website needed to be
revitalized and reorganized, and our old
web platform, Wild Apricot, is outdated
and its limited functionality was preventing
it to fulfil today’s expectations of a visually
complex and versatile website. After
researching different platforms and
services, a web-designer was hired to
transfer our existing website to Wix in time
for our next AGM in September and before
the Wild Apricot platform is due for
renewal in October.

 - continued

After consultation with Jeffrey Milgram,
our auditor and Mike Thome, FUSION's
treasurer, the executive decided to
change our membership structure to
concur with the fiscal year from April
1st to March 31st in order to save costs
for financial report and streamline the
membership process. We have also
introduced a recurring yearly payment
options to help members automate the
payment process. 

In an effort to fulfill our mandate to
provide student memberships, we are
working with colleges to extend free
student memberships to all currently
enrolled students in all three
educational clay/glass programs:
Sheridan College, Lakehead University
and Fleming College.  In return they
take out an Institutional Membership
reship for their departments. In addition
I have collaborated with all   clay and
glass program heads and initiated the
first two “Grad Newsletters” featuring
every new graduate in 2021 and 2022
with a picture, their IG handle and a
short statement. 



It is my goal as the president to bring
FUSION back to occupying a central
seat in the ceramic and glass
community, to join other creative
endeavors, foster networking and
reconnect artists and organizations on a
common platform. This is an ongoing
effort and includes efforts to reach out to
educational institutions such as
Sheridan College, Lakehead University
and Fleming College to engage students
and involve them in FUSION
programming early on. 

Networking, getting to know artists and
introducing myself and FUSION has
been my mission at every exhibition and
workshop I have attended in the past
year. I want to thank the wonderful
FUSION board and particularly Lucie
Grys, our Executive Director, for always
being positive and working so hard on
FUSION programming. 

We have lots of work ahead of us and
are excited to tackle new projects
together to support FUSION members
and invite new makers, collectors and
supporters to be a part of this
organization with enormous potential. 

The pandemic has been a severe blow to the
FUSION organization. During two years of
lockdowns where traditional FUSION
programs (such as the Clay and Glass Show
and the conference) had to be cancelled, the
Association did not immediately institute
alternate programming and –
consequentially - has suffered a loss of
membership numbers.

During this time, many separate art
initiatives led by individual artists have
sprung up throughout the province, making
spontaneous use of new technologies
(Zoom workshops, Instagram Live and
Facebook workshops) and proving how
much individual creativity and engagement
can accomplish. 

While being a positive and creative
development, it also seems to have
somewhat fractured the provincial clay
network into insular groups that operate on
their own.

In March 2022, a new logo designed by Derek Chung was launched.  The overlap of
colours symbolizes glazes, the hint of transparency represents our glass community
and the strength in the letters signifies our history - and the future of FUSION.  



Creative
Directions
Report
Angelo di Petta and
Lesley McInally 
Silvana Michetti, Past Chair

Dynamic Design with Angelo di Petta,
based in the Peterborough area,
continued beyond the originally
scheduled time, and the culmination of
this process was a collection of
functional ceramics, called Cultivate. This
exhibition was published by the Gardiner
as a virtual catalogue and the ceramic
work was installed June 2021 with some
pandemic related restrictions. The
closing reception was held in July 2021,
on the Terrace for a small celebratory
group of participants and guests, in
accordance with the Gardiner Museum
opening procedures. 

As a way of engaging the public, the
Gardiner Shop hosted a series of two
virtual artist talks scheduled for June and
July, with three artists in each panel,
discussing their experiences and creative
process in the program. They are both
available for viewing on the Gardiner
YouTube channel. 

Both of these Creative Directions
programs overlapped as they extended
into the second year, in response to
changing health guidelines. Much
appreciation for Danielle Skentzos, our
present Creative Directions Chair for
her supportive participation and most
especially for taking on the challenge
and responsibility for these FUSION
programs in the coming years.

 

Many thanks to mentor Angelo di Petta
for his extra work, flexibility and strong
commitment to the group over this
extended period, and also to Adeline
La, the manager of the Shop at the
Gardiner Museum, for her professional
expertise and guidance through all the
details of planning the show and the
outreach events.

Image: Juana Bernstein walks through
the Cultivate exhibition at the Gardiner
Shop. 



Creative Pathways with Lesley McInally
continued after some pandemic delays,
with 14 participants in the group,
meeting at the London Clay Art Centre.
There was a pause in planned sessions
for the summer, as participants continue
developing their ideas, and the sessions
continued in the fall. This program
culminated with an exhibition of the
resulting work, Gaining Ground, at the
Satellite Project Space Gallery in
London Ontario from  May 4 – 14, 2022.
The closing reception was a well-
attended celebratory occasion. There
was also an online exhibition catalogue
prepared by Gene Timpany and
Catharina Goldnau, which is on the
FUSION website.

Many thanks to mentor Lesley McInally
for her flexibility and willingness to
travel, reschedule meetings and employ
alternate formats to deliver the program,
and for her leadership and hard work
with the exhibition installation. 

Thanks also to Shannon Taylor-Jones,
gallery coordinator of Satellite Project
Space, Gene Timpany for his
photography and design work, Chris
Sneddon and Catharina Goldnau, for
their assistance, and the support of
Darlene Pratt at the London Clay Art
Centre, in rescheduling meetings,
general troubleshooting, and assistance
with the installation logistics. Barbara
Banfield was the guiding constant
support throughout this program, as she
initiated it and generously volunteered
her time to ensure the successful
completion of this program and the
resulting installation of the ceramic work
and the gallery reception.

Creative Directions final
exhibition, Gaining Ground, at
Satellite Project Space in
London, Ontario. 

Creative Directions
Mentor, Lesley McInally



Catharina Goldnau

In April 2021, the entire country was in the
midst of another COVID related lockdown and
many people were isolating in their homes
once again. With all FUSION events and
programs cancelled as well as public laws
that prevented gatherings from taking place,
many artists were isolated and some also had
no access to their studios. The internet 
 became the only place to meet others and to
exchange ideas. The need to reach out to the
community and other artists gave birth to the
weekly FACES of FUSION interview series on
the Instagram Live platform. 

At first this program was conceived in order
to showcase the “faces” behind the
organization, the idea was to introduce
FUSION board members to the membership
and show that they were artists in their own
right volunteering for the organization. The
program quickly evolved into interviewing
other FUSION artist members and inviting
them to show and talk about their work.

 

FACES of
FUSION 
Report

Over time, the interviews have taken on
a certain rhythm: at first the artists are
asked about their personal connection to
FUSION, then they are encouraged to tell
their story about how they found their
way to clay or glass. Finally they show
their work, their studio and talk about
their process.

Interviewees generally are required to be
FUSION members (this is a membership
perk) with few exceptions of renowned
artists who are considered to have
something else to offer to the FUSION
community or are convening a
workshop with FUSION such as John
Britt this October.

The interviews are saved to the
@fusionclayglass Instagram account
and are all available for viewing. The
episodes get about 100 to 250 views
over time and the feedback from many
members is very positive. To date I have
interviewed more than 50 artists, ranging
from students to professional or
experienced working artists.

Image: Catharina speaks with Donn Zver,
FUSION's founder and artist, on FACES of
FUSION



Magazine
Report

Catharina Goldnau

FUSION magazine shares the work of
clay and glass artists within the craft
community - and beyond.  It is
published three times a year and
distributed electronically as a digital
document.

In 2021, Lucie Grys was hired as the
magazine editor - a role she held in the
late 1990s. As part of the strategic
vision for the magazine and in
response to feedback FUSION received
from surveying the membership, the
focus was changed to celebrate the
work of FUSION members, profile more
makers, guilds and organizations  and
promote contemporary craft in Ontario
and Canada.  

TEXT TO
COME

A stronger emphasis has been
placed on featuring artists at all
stages of their careers with spotlights
for emerging and established artists -
as well as students embarking on
their paths. The magazine is now
available on the FUSION website and
is emailed as a PDF document to
2000 artists, collectors, museums,
guilds and schools.  Chronicling clay
and glass in Ontario and recognizing
the artists and organizations who are
FUSION members will remain a prime
focus in the coming year.

FUSION thanks all of the advertisers
for their commitment and we wish to
acknowledge Derek Chung, the
magazine's designer, for his
continued support and vision. 



Outreach
Report

2070 1743
Facebook followers

 80% from Canada
 12% from USA
  80% are women

Insights

Instagram followers
Data as of August 2022

 
Karen Franzen

My first term on the FUSION board began
in September as Outreach/Social Media
Chair - a new board position. My goal: to
engage and connect with members, non
members and organizations via Instagram
and Facebook, about upcoming events as
well as sharing their news to a broader
community. In many ways the pandemic
helped forge online connections with
makers who were not able to meet in
person.

I consulted with Andrew Duff, a social
media advisor for guidance. He suggested
we switch to a free Instagram business
account that allows us to track our
audience and easily connects to our
Facebook account. Andrew’s expertise
was so helpful that in early December we
hosted a one hour online workshop where
Andrew presented to our members. Social
media is a huge job for one person. 

Social media is a huge job for one
person. I was happy to get input from
several of our wonderful board
members, especially Danielle
Skentzos who suggested we do an
on-line holiday gift exchange to
engage our members. The idea,
#FUSIONgiftexchange2022, was
launched in December with great
success and gifts began arriving in
mailboxes and doorsteps in early
February. 

In the 7 months since taking on this
role, FUSION has doubled our reach
to 1800 plus followers. In the future, I
envision our budget to include funds
to allow some targeted advertising via
social media to promote upcoming
events, mentorship services and
exhibitions.



Makers Meet 
Alison Brannen

'Clay Conversations from Across the
Seas' was FUSION's first live
international Zoom workshop featuring
established artist Adam Russell from Key
West Florida and emerging potter Karl
Burnett from Tortola British Virgin
Islands. It took place in April 2021, in the
middle of the pandemic and offered a
safe diversion from lockdowns. 

Forty two participants registered from as
close as Toronto, Mississauga, Minden,
Caledon, Paris, Kingston, Peterborough,
Ottawa and Val de Monte, Quebec and
from as far away as Torrence, California,
Columbia, South America and Turks and
Caicos.  Adam and Karl each
demonstrated and talked about their
processes followed by an open
discussion with FUSION participants
moderated by Alison Brannen.

Gene Timpany managed the Zoom
technical support and Jeanne Longman
contributed to advertising design and
social media. Members commented that it
was a "fantastic talk with two artists," "well
done and organized," "I liked the two
artists presentations followed by the
dialogue at the end." 

Karl and Adam, who had never met,
developed a great rapport and the
moderator's questions flowed well within
the presentation.



Awards and
Scholarships
This past year, FUSION launched a
new Awards and Scholarships
Program with over $8000 available to
clay and glass artists at all career
stages. As in previous years. FUSION
also gave awards to Sheridan’s
graduating class for their
accomplishments. The Awards
Program is a benefit of FUSION
membership and the scholarships that
FUSION offers are open to all clay and
glass artists. 

The Awards and Scholarships are
largely funded by the interest earned
from the Ontario Arts Endowment fund
in 2021-2022 and donations.     

Brenda Nieves, Chair
Donn Zver
Bruce Cochrane
Judy Donaldson
Siobhan Lynch

FUSION thanks the 2022 Awards
Committee:

Sami Tsang was one of the recipients of the FUSION Award for New Generation artists. 
The Bathroom Nightmare, stoneware, glaze, engobe, resin, nail art, fake lashes, rice
paper, clay, epoxy, tissue paper 47 x 28 x 15 cm. 



The Mary Lou Gilchrist Award for Clay and Glass Artists - $2000
Jane Garcia 

FUSION Award for Clay or Glass New Generation Artist  - $1000
$500 to Sami Tsang and $500 to Zihao Xiong 

FUSION Award for Clay or Glass Artists  - $1000
Heidi McKenzie 

FUSION Award for Arts Educators and Administrators -  $500
Paul Stewart

FUSION Scholarships  - $500 each
Jerre Davidson (2021)
Amy Bell (2022)
Stefanie Smith (2022)

FUSION Volunteer of the Year Award 
Barbara Banfield 

Design Awards
Brenda Nieves - Toronto Potters
Monica Rosenthal - Ottawa Guild of Potters

Monica Rosenthal received a 2021
FUSION Design Award for The Indigo
Project. Monica is a member of the
Ottawa Guild of Potters.

Stoneware and underglaze, glaze and
oxide washes, embroidered with
waxed cotton cording. 9 plaques 9" x
7" x 1.5".

2022 Award and Scholarship Recipients 



Sydni Weatherson (glass)
Emma Kip (ceramics)

Heather Phillips (glass)
Mads Christianson-Walker (ceramics)

Zeer Liu (glass)
Yue Brook Xing (ceramics)

FUSION Technical Achievement

FUSION Community Involvement Award

FUSION Award of Merit

FUSION’s Award Recipients at Sheridan’s Craft
and Design Program 2021-2022

Sydni Weatherson,  Blue Point II (detail),
23.5 x 12.5 cm, 2022, blown and engraved
glass. 

Sydni was a recipient of FUSION's
Technical Achievement Award at
Sheridan’s Craft and Design program.



Treasurer's
Report
Mike Thome

The continued impact of the COVID pandemic resulted in another very
challenging year for FUSION in fiscal 2022. Traditional programs such as the
annual conference and the Clay and Glass Show continued to be deferred, and
programs that could be offered were largely limited to on-line attendance.
FUSION incurred a loss of $16,919 this past year, due to declining revenues.
Revenues in fiscal 2021 at $121,857 shrank significantly over the previous year
as a result of COVID and fell by another $57 thousand in fiscal 2022 to $65,090.
The bulk of this latest decrease was due to lower Federal Government COVID
subsidies and assistance received in fiscal 2022. Subsidy rates were lower in
fiscal 2022 and were eliminated partway through the year. 

Expenses for this fiscal year were $82,009, down from the previous year’s
expenses of $86,438. FUSION attempted to reduce costs wherever possible,
however a base level of overhead is required to keep FUSION operational. This
includes bookkeeping and salary costs for FUSION's part-time staff, office rent,
insurance, and legal and audit.

FUSION is reviving a number of in-person programs in fiscal 2023.

Breakthrough PLUS and the annual conference have already taken place, and
the Clay and Glass Show is scheduled for this coming November. With the
revenues associated with these programs, an expanding membership base and
the continued support of our sponsors and donors, the board is confident that
we can return to breakeven or positive results. FUSION had the financial stability
to see us through this difficult past year and still maintain sufficient cash
reserves for future years.

We would like thank our partners including members, guilds, sponsors and
donors, the Ontario Arts Council and other government agencies for their
continued financial support.



2021 AGM
Minutes 
FUSION: THE ONTARIO CLAY AND GLASS ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
July 29, 2021
Via Zoom

1. PRESIDENT’S WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS

President Gene Timpany called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm and welcomed conference
delegates and thanked board members for their work and dedication to FUSION.
Board members and staff who were present were introduced:

President and Nominations Committee Chair: Gene Timpany
Director of Creative Directions and Mentorship Programs: Barb Banfield
Treasurer: Bep Schippers
Secretary: Alison Brannen
Magazine Chair: Catharina Goldnau
Membership & Guild Engagement Chair: Amee Raval
Director at Large: Silvana Michetti
Executive Director and Bookkeeper: Deborah Freeman

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING for fiscal 2019-
2020
MOTION: Chris Snedden moved, Darlene Pratt seconded that the minutes for the Annual
General Meeting of December 15, 2020 be accepted.
Motion carried.

3. ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORTS
Board of director reports were presented. Please see attached annual report.

https://www.clayandglass.on.ca/resources/Documents/FUSION2021AnnuaReportFinal.pdf


  Karen Franzen
  Danielle Skentzos

Alison Brannen – re-election
Amee Raval re- election
Bep Schippers- re-election
Catharina Goldnau-re-election
Silvana Michetti – re-election
Karen Franzen
Danielle Skentzos

4. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
President Gene Timpany presented the following names as nominations for the board
of directors:

MOTION: Rhonda Uppington moved, and Darlene Pratt seconded that the following slate of
nominees be elected to the FUSION Board of Directors for a two-year term:

Motion carried.

5. FINANCIAL REPORT AND AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Bep Schippers presented the financial report and the audited financial statements for 2020-
2021.
MOTION: Chris Snedden moved, and Anne Allen seconded that the financial report be
accepted as presented.
Motion carried.

6. APPOINTMENT OF THE AUDITOR
MOTION: Chris Snedden moved, and Catharina Goldnau seconded that the firm of Jeffery D.
Milgram, Professional Corporation be appointed to audit the accounts of the Association for
fiscal year 2021–2022.
Motion carried.

7. VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARDS
Gene Timpany thanked Chris Snedden for his exceptional volunteer work on behalf of
FUSION and presented him with the Volunteer of the Year Award.

8. NEW BUSINESS
None.

9. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Rhonda Uppington moved, and Hettie seconded that the Annual General Meeting
be adjourned.
Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7: 40 pm



FUSION is grateful to all members who have supported the organization
and continue to contribute to the success and growth of the organization,
especially during the past years. 

Thank you to those who made donations during 2021-2022.

Anonymous Donors
Elizabeth Davies
Michael Filosa
Catharina Goldnau
Nancy Hillborn
Jeffrey and Naomi Milgram

Supporters

FUSION acknowledges funding support from the Ontario Arts Council, an
agency of the Government of Ontario. 
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