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President's
Message

Catharina Goldnau

 

The last year has seen a gradual transition from the pandemic restrictions and
hesitations back into almost normal life with FUSION resuming old and new
programming. The first FUSION conference after the pandemic was held at
Todmorden Mills in Toronto, featuring two local artists from Toronto: Joon Hee Kim
and Julie Moon under the theme “Cross-Cultural Reflections”. The two artists
demonstrated for a weekend in front of a spirited and grateful crowd of people who all
enjoyed getting together again after the pandemic. The demonstration time was
spiced up with the raffling of numerous generous door prizes provided by Tucker’s,
Mayco, PSH and delicious food was provided all weekend by Longo’s. We also
awarded over $8000 in FUSION Awards to applicants, including the $2000 special
2022 Mary Lou Gilchrist Award that went to Jane Garcia for her beautiful sculptures.

At the last AGM, three important by-law changes have helped us smooth operations
and facilitate the running of the organization: our quorum has been lowered, the
board was given authority to update membership contributions and the annual audit
has been changed to an annual financial review. All of these changes are congruent
with and taken directly from the ONCA guidelines that govern not-for-profits in
Ontario.

The FUSION board officially welcomed Mike Thome, Adeline La and Dana Dallal to the
Board at the last AGM. Adeline is known to many as the manager of the Gardiner
Shop, Dana became our first student rep as she was in her last year in the ceramics
program at Sheridan College and Mike is an accountant with over 30 years as a CFO.
FUSION’s new website and database were launched just after the AGM and it’s a
major improvement and cost savings from the old system. Check out the HOME page
for a quick listing of upcoming events or the WHAT’S ON page for links to FUSION’s
programs. We are still transitioning members to the database of the new website
when they renew their memberships. 



In October, FUSION, in collaboration with the
Ottawa Guild of Potters hosted a glaze
chemistry workshop with John Britt. The
workshop spanned three days and was sold
out in the first week of posting it. 

November witnessed a successful Clay and
Glass Show at Wychwood Barns in Toronto,
which brought out 40 artists and a wonderful
community spirit over the weekend. We had
a bistro area with some food vendors and are
planning on expanding the show to a festival
this year.

The Wychwood Barns show also became the
opening weekend of the new FUSION:
CONNECT ONLINE exhibition that opened by
projection on the large screen at the Barns
and played all weekend, featuring work and
images of all participating artists. The show
is celebrating our artists - YOU - and featured
a gallery of works as well as a video of artists
which is still hosted on the new FUSION
website. I hope you are applying to it this
year again.

FUSION initiated another holiday gift
exchange between members in January
2023 where participants were given a name
of a person to send a gift to. 

February saw the opening of FIREWORKS
at Neilson Park Creative Centre in
Etobicoke. This is our traveling exhibition
which is slated to take place in four  
locations between March and November
2023. From Neilson Park, the show moved
to the Gardiner Museum, the Art Gallery of
Burlington and finally to the Rails End
Gallery in Haliburton. For the opening
exhibition, FUSION collaborated with the
Ontario Society of Artists and Flick the
Switch Art Collective, hosting large 2-D
artwork on walls. The show was truly
beautiful and a testament to the
collaborative spirit between artists and
audiences. 

FIREWORKS launched at the Neilson Park Creative Centre. 



20% off clay from Tucker’s
20% off clay from PSH
10% discount at the Gardiner Store (NEW)
10% art supplies at Above Ground
10% at Amaranth Stoneware
10% at Ceramic Arts Network
$10 off S&S Pottery Supplies

Last but not least, this year has seen three beautiful editions of the new FUSION magazine
with a focus on Ontario artists, exhibitions and initiatives. We welcome applications to
spotlight artists as well as contributions of articles and ideas to the magazine by people
like you. 

It has been a busy year and your FUSION Board is at work planning the next year already.
We are looking ahead at a mentorship with Susan Low-Beer starting in September and the
Clay and Glass Show and Festival in October. Please support us by telling your friends all
about the membership perks and inviting them to join!  There is an extensive list of
membership perks and coupons sent to you with your membership. Your FUSION
membership will pay for itself with these discounts offered with FUSION’s coupon
program: 

See you at the AGM in September and the Clay & Glass Show & Festival in October!

Catharina Goldnau, President

Emerging artists Monica
Protacio and Sydni
Weatherson at the Clay
and Glass Show in
November. 



Creative
Directions
Report

FUSION’s workshops have been
instrumental in fostering skill development
and enhancing the artistic knowledge of our
member participants. 

The Atmospheric Firing with Dan Hill
program was developed as a joint venture
with the Deep River Potters Guild, with five
sessions taking place between April and
June, 2022. The introductory weekend was
held at the lovely library event space in
Deep River and the group also enjoyed a
potluck gathering. Dan Hill hosted the next
three meetings at his studio in Wilno,
Ontario. This smaller group of 10
participated in the hands-on surface
treatment with their pieces, in preparation
for the group soda firing. The follow-up kiln
unloading and critique session was very
informative and everyone came away with
enthusiasm and an enhanced
understanding of the atmospheric firing
process. 

Many thanks for the support of the Deep
River Potters Guild, and Jeannette
Desforges-Pyoli for her planning and
logistical help in arranging the tour of
the guild and generous sharing of
information and resources. Thanks to
Spectrum and Tucker’s for generously
donating gift bags for the participants.
Thanks to Dan Hill for his inspiring
instruction and guidance, and his
generous donation to the scholarship
fund. Lastly, we wish to extend our
heartfelt appreciation to Silvana Michetti,
the past Chair, for organizing this
program and for her dedication and
exceptional leadership which
significantly contributed to the growth
and success of FUSION. 

Danielle Skentzos 

FUSION partnered with Deep River Potters Guild
on a series of weekend workshops with Dan Hill



In October of 2022, FUSION partnered with
the Ottawa Guild of Potters to host a 3-day
glaze workshop with John Britt. This hands-
on workshop provided attendees with the
opportunity to learn about making and
testing glazes. The workshop included a
lecture-only option on Saturday as well.
John’s easygoing nature and sense of
humour made for a light, yet engaging
learning environment. Participants worked
together to measure, mix and apply their
glazes to a variety of clay bodies. Over 1,000
test tiles were the result of this team effort.
Special appreciation goes to Tucker’s
Pottery Supplies for their generous support
and Amaranth Stoneware for providing gifts
to each participant. 

Thanks to the Ottawa Guild of Potters
members Liz Fournier, Barbara Minish,
Natalie Gosselin, Fiona Jarvis and Rachelle
O’Keefe for their hard work and support. 

Creative Directions workshop with John Britt in partnership with the Ottawa Guild of Potters. 

Thanks also to the Nepean Visual Art
Centre for hosting this exciting event.
Finally, thank you Amy Bell (Program
Director, Ottawa Guild of Potters), for your
invaluable contribution in imagining and
then planning this workshop, making it a
resounding success.

 
The upcoming Mentorship Program led by
Susan Low-Beer will begin in September
2023. Participants will set learning goals
and objectives and receive group critiques
to stretch their practice and grow in
confidence. The 8-month program will
culminate in an exhibition in the Spring of
2024. We look forward to the
transformative learning experience this
mentorship will offer to clay and glass
artists. 

 



Catharina Goldnau 

The FACES of FUSION Instagram Live interviews have now become part of the
regular FUSION programming. More and more people are watching and enjoying
finding out about our local talents and well-known artists. 

I very much like the easy-flowing nature of the interviews and chats - it feels
natural to find out more about every artist’s work and ideas. In the past year, I
have spoken to over 30 artists from all over the country and you can find an
extensive list on the website or look them up on Instagram. I particularly enjoyed
talking to John Britt who made it easy to feel very relaxed and conduct a natural
conversation with him. If you are interested in talking with me about your work,
please contact me.

John Britt Queenie Xu Nadia Tasci  

FACES of
FUSION 
Report



Magazine
Report
Catharina Goldnau

FUSION magazine shares the work of clay and
glass artists and FUSION members within the
craft community - and beyond.  It is published
three times a year and distributed electronically
as a digital document to members, guilds,
galleries, museums and collectors.

I hope you are enjoying reading the magazine as
much as I am! There is a lot of talent in Ontario and
it is FUSION’S mandate to support and celebrate
local clay and glass artists, review exhibitions,
feature guilds and galleries and deliver content our
members are asking for.  You can find all the back
issues of the magazine on the FUSION website and
take your time to peruse them. Please consider
writing for the magazine as a means of diversifying
your art career.  

FUSION thanks all of the advertisers for their
commitment and we wish to acknowledge Derek
Chung, the magazine's designer, for his continued
support and vision. 



Outreach
Report

2634 1.8K 
Facebook followersInstagram followers

Karen Franzen

The FUSION Clay and Glass Show 
Fireworks 2023 travelling exhibition
The FUSION Conference at Todmorden Mills 
Artist and member spotlights 
Awards and Scholarship program
FUSION Magazine 
Creative Directions Mentorships and workshops
The second annual FUSION members' gift exchange 
Exhibition announcements include the Gardiner Museum and The Clay &
Glass Gallery
Artists profiles, awards, and call for entries
Potters' guilds sales and workshop promotions including E-clay classes
Online business workshops in collaboration with Craft Ontario
"Faces of FUSION" weekly artist interviews on Instagram, led by Catharina
Goldnau with Alison Brannen's occasional assistance

 

Some of the notable highlights include:

This year we experienced steady growth in
our online presence. I want to express my
sincere thanks to the FUSION board's
support and for hiring Sydni Weatherson
part-time to help us with social media.  

Followers are based in Canada,
the USA, the UK, Brazil and
Australia
35-64 age group
Concentrated in Toronto,
Ottawa, Hamilton and London,
Ontario 

Data as of September 2023



There are currently 18 guild organizations that are members of FUSION. We stayed in
touch via quarterly Zooms with guild representatives from across Ontario. 

Collaborative workshops included the soda firing with Dan Hill and the Deep River
Potters Guild), and the John Britt glaze workshop in partnership with the Ottawa
Guild of Potters. The Pine Tree Potters Guild will host our FUSION conference in the
spring of 2024.

We rescheduled the Clay and Glass Show from October to November to
accommodate members' schedules, allowing attendance to the John Britt workshop
and participation in annual guild sales. Co-chaired by myself and Catharina Goldnau,
the event's success was achieved thanks to the entire FUSION Board and volunteers.
Many of us hosted out-of-town artists. The show featured work by emerging and
established artists including the launch of CONNECT ONLINE on the big screen at
Wychwood Barns, demonstrations in clay and glass, a café area and live music.
Special thanks to Jenny Rushforth of Desjardins Insurance, Gay Longo of Longo’s
for sponsoring the opening reception, Minna Koistinen and the D’Amico Group. The
Clay and Glass Show grossed over $46,000. 

This year's Cay & Glass Show and Festival will once again take place at Wychwood
Barns from October 20th to 22nd, with the opening and awards ceremony on Friday,
October 20th. We look forward to seeing you there!      

Glass-blowing demonstration in Minna
Koistinen’s studio. 
Brenda Sullivan demonstrates throwing and
Silvia Tagusagawa handbuilds at the 2022
Clay and Glass Show.



Annual Conference

 

The FUSION Conference, “Cross-Cultural Reflections”, was held May 28 - 29, 2022
at the Paper Mill Theatre, Todmorden Mills, Toronto. Presenters Julie Moon and
Joon Hee Kim captured the attention and engaged with the audience of over 50
artists and collectors, some travelling from as far away as British Columbia and
Quebec. Several artists were billeted with FUSION members during the conference
weekend. This was FUSION's first in-person event after the lockdowns and
everyone expressed how great it was to be back face-to-face.  

Julie Moon received her MFA from Alfred University in 2010 and has exhibited
widely across Canada and the U.S. She has participated in many artist residencies,
including Anderson Ranch Arts. Julie is a recipient of the Ontario Arts Council and
Canada Council Grants. Joon Hee Kim completed her MFA at Chelsea College of
Arts in the UK before undertaking professional practice in Europe and Japan. She
was the winner of the 2021 Winifred Shantz Award for Ceramics. Her work has been
exhibited in Canada, the USA, and the UK.  

Several sponsors supported the conference including Gina and David Davidson of
FundyView, Jenny Rushforth of Desjardins Insurance, Gay Longo of Longo’s
Grocery Stores, and Tucker's Pottery Supply. Vendors included Tucker’s, Mayco
and PSH who also provided terrific door prizes too. A silent auction and a mug sale
raised money for the FUSION Scholarship and Awards fund. 

Alison Brannen 



Breakthrough PLUS

The “Breakthrough Plus” Exhibition was
held from May 17 - June 5, 2022 at the
Leslie Grove Gallery on Queen Street
West and the Gagné Contemporary
Gallery in Toronto. 

The exhibition featured new work by
emerging and established clay and glass
artists from Ontario and across Canada. 

Over 150 works were submitted and 35
clay and glass works were selected
featuring new work by established and
emerging artists. 

The work was juried by John Gagné, the
curator and owner of Gagné
Contemporary Gallery. Gagné’s gallery
specializes in mixed media works,
painting, sculpture and outsider art. 

The Breakthrough Plus exhibition
opening and the FUSION Conference
were held together at Leslie Grove Gallery
on Saturday, May 28 in the evening. The
event was well attended by clay and glass
artists and was one of the first in-person
exhibitions FUSION organized after
COVID.

Alison Brannen, Chair



Awards and
Scholarships
This year, FUSION awarded $6500 in
awards and scholarships to clay and
glass artists. From those just starting
out in their artistic journey to artists
who are established and rooted in
their careers, FUSION wishes all
wonderful and well-deserved success.  

With more submissions than ever
before, the awards jury was inspired
by the level of work and the
commitment to craft. 

“Not only is it great to see all the
diverse and beautiful work but also to
see artists striving to learn more,
discover more and fine tune their
craft. After going through the process
of jurying, I feel motivated to look into
options for myself to find ways to
further my knowledge and broaden
my skills. I found the whole process
inspiring. “ - Siobhán Lynch, glass
artist and Awards Jury member. Tanya Lyons received the FUSION Award for her 

work in glass.  



Darlene Pratt
Hannah Johnston
Jason Schiedel

FUSION Award for Clay or Glass New Generation Artist 
$1000
$500 to Gordon Thompson (glass) and $500 to Peidi Wang (ceramics)

FUSION Award for Clay or Glass Artists
 $1000
Tanya Lyons

FUSION Award for Arts Educators and Administrators
$500
The e-Clay Committee

FUSION Scholarships
 $500 each

FUSION Volunteer of the Year Award 
Amy Bell

2023 Award and Scholarship Recipients 

Alison Brannen Chair
Bruce Cochrane
Judy Donaldson
Siobhan Lynch
Chris Snedden

2022-2023 Awards Committee:

Jason Schiedel was awarded a $500 FUSION scholarship. 



FUSION’s Student Award Recipients 2022-2023

 FUSION proudly supports student graduates through awards offered at Sheridan,
Lakehead and Fleming College. Pottery Supply House has donated complimentary
FUSION memberships for one year to all clay and glass graduates. 

Sheridan College 
Technical Achievement: Ailia Rizvi (ceramics) and Jean Xu (glass)
Community Involvement: Alice Dawson (ceramics) and Jenn Mediratta (glass)
Award of Merit: Diana Di Natale (ceramics) and Bram Locknick (glass)

Fleming College
Technical Achievement Award: Laura Orzel (ceramics) and Destiny Miller (glass) 
 
Lakehead University 
Technical Achievement Award: Erin Mueller (ceramics)

FUSION Design Awards
Design Awards are offered by guilds to their members for work entered into their
exhibitions to encourage excellence. The award consists of an Awards Certificate,
admission to the FUSION Conference and a one-year FUSION membership.  
FUSION congratulates all winners including those featured here.

Tamara Kipwich from Burlington
Potter’s Guild, Yin and Yang.

Linda Hayward, Waterloo
Potter’s Workshop, was
awarded a Design Award for her
work in Earthborn. 

Alison Walsh from the
Ottawa Guild of Potters and
her Stylized Lamp.



2022 AGM Minutes 

President, Catharina Goldnau - 2021-2023
Secretary, Alison Brannen - 2021-2023
Treasurer, Mike Thome - 2022-2024
Creative Directions and Membership, Danielle Skentzos - 2021-2023
Outreach and The Clay and Glass Show, Karen Franzen - 2021-2023

Dana Dallal 
Adeline La 
Mike Thome 

September 21, 2022, 7-8 p.m. via Zoom  

1. President’s Welcome by Catharina Goldnau, introduction of Board Members and summary of the
year's accomplishments and programs.

Current Board of Directors

2. Motion by Karen Franzen to approve minutes of the Annual General Meeting, July 29, 2021,
seconded by Mike Thome. Motion carried. 

3. Election of Directors - Slate of Nominees:

Motion by Alison Brannen to elect Adeline La, seconded by Dana Dallal. Motion carried. 
Motion by Lynn Glover to elect Dana Dallal, seconded by Andy Berg. Motion carried.  
Motion by Danielle Skentzos to elect Mike Thome, seconded by Alison Brannen. Motion carried. 

4. Presentation of Audited Financial Statements by Mike Thome. Motion by Alison to accept audited
financial statements, seconded by Karen Franzen. Motion carried. 

5. Motion by Catharina to move to a Review Engagement in compliance with the ONCA guidelines
established by the Government of Ontario, seconded by Danielle Skentzos. Motion carried. 

6. The person to do a Review Engagement is to be determined at a later date possibly Jeffery Millgram.

7. By-law Resolutions Amendments of the General By-Laws of the Association sections
a. #11 Motion by Karen Franzen to move to a Review Engagement seconded by Alison Brannon.
Motion carried. 
b. #18 Motion by Mike Thome for the FUSION Board to change membership fees from time to time,
seconded by Karen Franzen. Motion carried. 
c. # 67 Motion by Jeanette Desforges to change quorum from 20 to 12, seconded by Andy Berg. Motion
carried.

9. New Business  - None 

10. Motion to terminate by Lynn Glover at 7:58. Seconded by Mike Thome. 



Treasurer's
Report
Mike Thome,Treasurer 

After several years of greatly restricted programming due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
FUSION was able to resume its normal programming this past year. In particular, the
spring conference and fall clay and glass show were both resurrected. Largely due to
this, FUSION returned to profitability in fiscal 2023, with net income of $1,134
compared to a loss of $16,919 in fiscal 2022. Revenues increased to $153,704 this year
from $64,090 last year. Most of this increase came from higher program revenues -
$87,489 in fiscal 2023 versus $10,068 in fiscal 2022. Membership revenue also
increased ($16,623 in 2023 from $10,0065 in 2022) as many lapsed members rejoined to
take advantage of the increased programming. In addition, we saw a significant
increase in donations from various sponsors. FUSION continued to receive a grant of
$21,200 from the Ontario Arts Council this past year, but no longer received any COVID
subsidies from the federal government. $10,025 was received in fiscal 2022, but those
subsidies were eliminated and not available this past year.

Expenses for this fiscal year were $152,570, up from the previous year’s expenses of
$82,009. The bulk of the increase was due to higher programming costs - $65,174 in
fiscal 2023 versus $5,499 in fiscal 2022. Excluding programming costs, FUSION's
expenses in fiscal 2023 were $87,396 compared to $76,510 in the prior year. With the
increased revenues, FUSION granted an additional $5,250 in awards and bursaries. As
well, wages and benefits have increased to support the increased programming and
activities this year. Other overhead costs, including bookkeeping, office rent,
insurance, and legal and audit, which are required to keep FUSION operational, were
kept steady year over year. 

FUSION had the financial stability to see us through the difficult COVID years and has
sufficient cash reserves even with the upcoming repayment of the Canada Emergency
Business Account (CEBA) loan to continue with our programs and activities in future
years.

We are looking forward to building on our success this past year. We would also like to
thank our partners including members, guilds, sponsors and donors, volunteers, the
Ontario Arts Council and other government agencies for their continued support.



FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS


































